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persons were slowly poisoned? In the last an-
nual report of the Local Government Board,
which relates to the year 1906-7, it is stated that
the number of samples analyzed under the Sale of
Foo<j and Drugs Acts in 1906 was 90,504, of
which 8,466, or 9.8 per cent, were certified to be
adulterated. Who in America knows that ? But
who in all the world was not made to hear about
Chicago's canned beef! Our rustic Englishman
even heard those mischievously exaggerated re-
ports from Chicago, and probably thanked God
he was not as other men are, as he said grace over
his poisoned pie and his arsenical beer. We
Americans are accustomed to exaggerated re-
tailing of our faults and misdeeds even from
public men in high places. Our common-school
sophisticated people rather enjoy the excitement.
They are not educated up to the point of appre-
ciating its immaturity and lack of perspective,
but they are wide awake enough to be interested
*and even stirred by it. In England the mass of
people would not be stirred in the least; while the
governing class, trained and disciplined, would
ignctfe such exuberance as bad form. It is quite
oiraown fault, and not a matter for surprise,
therefore, if, when we are thus advertised, tie
country people with whom I am now dealing look
upon us in America as being an excitable, rather